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The most notable scene of the rite is at Sravana Bel-
gola. The devotee would renounce all possessions and all
earthly ties, and resort to the bare rocky hill at Sravana
Belgola, immediately to the north of that on which the
colossal statue to Gommata stands. There keeping his
mind free, on the one hand from relentings and on the
other hand from impatience for death, and letting his
thoughts dwell on those who had conquered the flesh
before and had attained the state of the gods, he would
simply await release by death. The rock is covered
with inscriptions recording the steadfastness of those
who have fulfilled the vow. Among them occur the
names of royal personages. Indraraja, the last of the
Rashtrakutas of Manyakheta, being overwhelmed by the
Western Chalukyas in A.D. 973, died by this vow at
Sravana Belgola in 982. When Vishrmvardhana's
queen, Santala Devi, died, childless, at the very same
time as her father also died, the widowed mother,
Machikabbe, was disconsolate ; and the more so that
her son-in-law had abandoned the Jaina faith for Vaish-
i^avism. So she took the vow, and after severe fasting
for one month, passed away, Of the numerous inscrip-
tions upon the rock, some consist only of a single line*
Others are more or less lengthy and florid. The first
to be deciphered may be rendered as follows :

Swift fading as the rainbow's hue

Or lightning flash or morning dew>

To whom do pleasure wealth and fame

For many years remain the same ?

Then why should I, whose thoughts aspire

To reach the highest good, desire

Here on the earth long days to spend ?

Reflecting thus within his mind,

The noble Nandi Sen
All ties that bound to life resigned,

To quit this world of pain.
And so this best of anchorites

The World of Gods did' gain.

Jainas always speak of their philoso-
phical system under the name of Syadv&da. Their dis-
putants glory in the conquering power of this doctrine,